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was received in the East with huzzahs of praise, for brave
work inspires courage in others. An Oakland newspaper
ran an article about the growing literary importance of
Oakland, of which Mr. Jack London was the outstanding
figure. His friends, remembering the hardships he had
endured, were not consumed with jealousy and envy as are
most friends when one of their circle rises above the pre-
scribed limit of success; they gave a party for him, and
every one wras happy for his sake.

Toward the end of the month he borrowed five dollars
from a friend to take his bicycle out of pawn, and pedalled to
San Jose. With the passage of the days he had laid out his
arguments with so much clarity and precision he was
convinced that Mabel would not be able to resist them,
that she would establish her independence. Mabel hardly
understood his words; she kept murmuring in a sort of
cataleptic trance: "Mother needs me. She couldn't get
along without me. I couldn't desert her." As late as 1937
Edward Applegarth said sadly, "Mother was always a
selfish woman; Mabel spent her whole life taking care of
her."

He did not altogether give up hope; he loved Mabel as
much as ever. But he turned to other women for companion-
ship. He saw a good deal of Anna Strunsky, at whose dinner
table there were always several extra places for friends who
might drop in ... and Jack dropped in often. Anna was
also writing short stories and sociological essays. They
criticised each other's work, argued fiercely about every
subject under the sun, admired each other. "Anna, don't
let the world lose you, for insomuch that it does lose you,
insomuch have you sinned." There was a San Francisco
newspaper woman by the name of Ernestine whose picture
shows her to have had an exquisite profile and a devilish
gleam in her eye; she and Jack went on what he called "far
from conventional jaunts."

Despite the fact that he had had such a brilliant January,
he could sell not a line in February. The Atlantic Monthly
money had paid off debts, bought reputable-looking clothes